
The University of Eastern Pangasinan (UEP) actively participates in policy

making at various levels—local, regional, national, and even global—to implement

programs and policies aimed at ending poverty in all its dimensions.

One notable example is UEP's leadership in the Global Sustainable

Development Congress 2024 in Thailand. The Congress, held from June 10-13,

2024, at the Queen Sirikit National Convention Center in Bangkok, gathered 3,000

global thought leaders and innovators to address urgent solutions to sustainability

challenges.

Led by Commissioner Dr. Ethel Agnes P. Valenzuela, the Philippine CHED

delegation, including representatives from higher education institutions in Region 1 such

as University President Dr. Evelyn A. Tomboc and AVPAA Dr. Gloria C. Nemedez,

participated in this event co-hosted by The Times Higher Education (THE) and

Thailand’s Ministry of Higher Education, Science, Research and Innovation.

· Key Themes Discussed:

· Digital Revolution for Sustainable Development

· Education, Gender, and Inequality

· Energy Decarbonization and Sustainable Industry

· Health, Well-being, and Demography

· Sustainable Cities and Communities

· Sustainable Food, Land, Water, and Oceans



During the congress, Dr. Tomboc and Dr. Nemedez seized the opportunity to explore

potential partnerships with international institutions and engage in firsthand discussions

with administrators and professors. Additionally, at the invitation of Regional Director Dr.

Christine N. Ferrer and Vice President Dr. Jonathan R. Carreon, they visited Huachiew

Charlermprakiet University (HCU) in Samut Prakan, Thailand, where they were

impressed by the university's environmentally friendly initiatives and infrastructure.

Reflecting on their experience, the congress was enriching and inspiring, particularly

from the insights shared by esteemed speakers from international universities on their

efforts to advance the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) through

research, innovation, and community outreach. This experience will significantly

contribute to UEP’s ongoing commitment to sustainability and global engagement.

Relevance to Sustainable Development Goal 1 (No Poverty):

Improving Educational Access: By participating in such global forums, UEP gains

insights and partnerships that help improve educational access for marginalized

communities, a key factor in breaking the cycle of poverty.

Advancing Research and Innovation: UEP's involvement in global discussions on

sustainable development fosters research and innovation that can be applied to local

contexts, enhancing poverty reduction efforts.

Promoting Social Equity: Engagement in policy making ensures that UEP can

advocate for the needs of the most vulnerable populations, aligning with the principle of

leaving no one behind, a core aspect of SDG 1.



Community Empowerment: The knowledge and strategies gained from

international collaboration can be implemented in local communities to empower

individuals and improve access to basic services, contributing to poverty alleviation.

By participating in and leading initiatives like the Global Sustainable

Development Congress, UEP demonstrates its commitment to leveraging education,

research, and policy making to address poverty and promote sustainable development

on a global scale.



In June 2024, a representative from UEP's relevant department attended a

policy forum organized by the National Economic and Development Authority

(NEDA) to discuss Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) indicators in Region 1.

This participation ensures that the university's insights and research-based findings

contribute to the development and implementation of effective poverty reduction

strategies.

By engaging in these policy discussions, UEP helps shape initiatives that

address the root causes of poverty and promote sustainable development. The

university's involvement in policy making reflects its commitment to applying academic

research and expertise to real-world challenges, thus aligning with Sustainable

Development Goal 1 (No Poverty).

UEP's contribution to policy making includes:

● Providing Expert Insights: Sharing research and data on poverty trends,

educational access, and community development.

● Advocacy for Vulnerable Groups: Highlighting the needs and challenges faced

by marginalized populations such as indigent people, solo parents, PWDs, and

indigenous communities.



● Collaboration with Stakeholders: Working with government agencies,

non-profits, and other educational institutions to design and implement

comprehensive poverty reduction programs.

● Implementing Best Practices: Applying successful models and strategies from

the university's programs to larger policy frameworks.

These efforts align with the broader goal of ensuring that by 2030, all men and

women, particularly the poor and vulnerable, have equal rights to economic resources.

This includes access to basic services, ownership and control over land and other forms

of property, inheritance, natural resources, appropriate new technology, and financial

services, including microfinance.






